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The Sustainability Challenge



The sustainability challenge

• How can business be profitable and contribute to 

solutions at the same time?



• Disclosure on economic, 

environmental, social, and 

governance performance

• Stakeholder focused

• Performance bridging 

(financial and other)

• Continuous improvement

Sustainability Reporting



• How do you measure

sustainability impacts?

• Who defines the metrics to 

measure them

Sustainability Reporting



Who we are

About GRI



• We help businesses, governments 

and other organizations 

understand and communicate the 

impact of business on critical 

sustainability issues

• These issues span climate change, 

human rights, anti-corruption and 

many others

• We are an international 

independent organization

Our Work



Our Vision

A future where 

sustainability is 

integral to every 

organization’s 

decision-making 

process



To empower decision 

makers everywhere 

through our 

sustainability standards 

and multi-stakeholder 

network, to take action 

towards a more 

sustainable economy 

and world

Our Mission



Reporters in over 90 countries

Around 30,000 Reports in our Database 

Number of reports per 

country since 1999



• This approach ensures the 

participation and expertise of 

diverse stakeholders in the 

development of GRI Standards 

• Organizations can have 

confidence in the robustness 

of stakeholder participation 

when considering a wide range 

of sustainability issues

Robust Multi-Stakeholder Approach
Diverse, global and inclusive

GRI
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Link to EU Directive

GRI G4 Guidelines



“The Global Reporting Initiative

(GRI) remains the most popular

voluntary reporting guideline

Worldwide” 

• 60 % of the companies that report use 

or reference GRI Guidelines

• 74% of the G250 that report use or 

reference GRI Guidelines

Sustainability Reporting & GRI

Reference: KPMG International Survey of Corporate Responsibility Reporting 2015



38 countries refer to GRI in government 

policy and capital market regulation

References in capital market regulation 

References in governmental policies

References in both capital market regulation and governmental policies

EU

Maldives

Hong Kong



• Objective to help reporters 

prepare sustainability reports that 

matter, contain valuable 

information about the 

organization’s most critical 

sustainability-related issues, and 

make sustainability reporting 

standard practice

– Focus on materiality: flexibility for 

preparers to choose the report 

focus

– More strategic, more focused, 

more credible reports

GRI G4 Guidelines
A free and open public good



The G4 Guidelines have been 

divided into 2 parts:

• Reporting Principles and 

Standard Disclosures

• Implementation Manual

GRI G4 Guidelines



G4 and the EU Directive

Using G4 to comply with the

European Directive on NFI

This linkage document shows how 

the GRI’s G4 Guidelines can be 

used to comply with the European 

Directive

Download: Making Headway in Europe

https://www.globalreporting.org/resourcelibrary/GRI_G4_EU Directive_Linkage.pdf


G4 is fully aligned with the requirements of the Directive:

• Its Disclosures cover all of the Directive’s aspects (as 

described in the annex table)

• G4 highly adaptable: while G4 can be used for standalone 

sustainability reporting, it is compatible with a range of 

different reporting formats

• G4 includes references to other widely recognized 

frameworks

• Principle of materiality at the core

• Report or explain approach

• Safe harbor clause (reasons for omission)

• Flexibility on assurance

G4 and the EU Directive



• G4 places the concept of materiality at the heart of

sustainability reporting - This means encouraging

reporting organizations to only provide information on the

issues that are really critical in order to achieve the

organization’s goals for sustainability and manage its impact

on the environment and society.

• The directive requires undertakings to ‘provide

adequate information in relation to matters that

stand out as being most likely to bring about the

materialization of principal risks of severe impacts’.

G4 and the EU Directive

Materiality



GRI Services



Tools and services covering the whole reporting cycle 

GRI Support Suite

• Report preparers: 

– help prepare your report

– align reporting with GRI Guidelines

– give your reporting exposure to a 

wider audience

– provide insights into sustainability data

• Report users:

– help to understand sustainability 

reporting

– Help to navigate GRI reports and 

locate and discover others
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